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...678-742-3538.  Today’s date is August, um, 13th, 2001.  Time is approximately 5:11 PM.  I’m speaking to Barbara Mathis concerning an automobile accident she was involved in on October 31st, 2001.

Q.   Ma’am, could you please state your full name and address?

A.   I’m Barbara Ann Mathis, 2441 Whitehead Place Drive, Suwanee, Georgia, 30024

Q.   Is this recording being made with your full knowledge and consent?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Can you describe the vehicle you were driving?

A.   It...it was a truck, uh, Chevy, uh, four door.  It...I mean, uh, two door.  It was four wheel drive.

Q.   Is it a pickup truck?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, how many vehicles were involved in this accident?

A.   Just two.

Q.   Can you describe the second vehicle?

A.   Um, well it...it looked like a...a...it...it was like a Bronco almost.  I’m not sure what kind it was.  Uh...

Q.   Okay, where did the accident happen?

A.   Um, in front of, uh, Lane Limited, where I work.

Q.   Okay, um, so it happened on private property, or no?

A.   It...no, it was in the middle of the street.

Q.   Okay, well tell me what happened.  Tell me where you were at, where the other vehicle’s at and how the accident happened?

A.   Well, they were...there are, um, five lanes across the road and the traffic was so thick that they were, they had stopped to let me out and I had gotten into the, uh, third lane, uh, I had, um, was...was coming out to get in.  I was turning left.

Q.   Out of where?

A.   And...out of Lane Limited, I was turning to the left...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...and...

Q.   Were you pulling out of a parking lot or...?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, so.

A.   Pulling out of the parking lot.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   And those lanes had stopped so I could come out, well, uh...

Q.   Which lanes stopped?

A.   ...uh, the...the two lanes of traffic that was...was headed to the right...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...they had stopped to let me out...

Q.   Okay.

A.   ...and I was turning to the left.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   And she pulled out of the, um, one of those lanes to come down the, um, the turn lane...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...she said she was turning at that light on Hugh Howell.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   Well, um, that’s when she hit me though,

th...in...in...on...in that third lane.

Q.   Okay.

A.   Okay, uh, she told us then she was, she was going to be turning left on Hugh Howell...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...well, down at the, when we went to court, she told them that, um, she was stopping at a tire place.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   And, so she had changed her mind but at first when we got there she didn’t have a lawyer but she started talking to one when she was there, or rather she didn’t come in with one.  She started talking to one there and...

Q.   Okay, let’s get back to what happened in the accident, okay?


So, um, you’re making a left turn out of the driveway of your parking lot where you...

A.   Yes.

Q.   ...work.

A.   Yes.

Q.   And you said that they were...da...the traffic, um, stopped to let you make your turn and that traffic would be what, to your left or to your right as you’re coming out of the, um, the parking lot?

A.   Well, uh, they...all the traffic...

Q.   Where would they be approaching you from, your left side or your right side as you’re stopped, waiting to pull out?

A.   They would be coming from the left.

Q.   Okay, so how many lanes were coming from, uh, from the left?

A.   That would be two.

Q.   Okay, and those lanes, are they just...d...does the traffic just go straight through?

A.   Yes...

Q.   Okay.

A.   But they were stopped at the light is the reason they were, uh, just, they had let...stopped to let me out. (Inaudible)

Q.   Where was the traffic light that they were st...where was the traffic light that they were stopped for?

A.   It was there at Hugh Howell.

Q.   Sh...to your left or to your right?

A.   To my right. 

Q.   Okay.

A.   (Inaudible) 

Q.   So traffic, was it backed up?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, and um, traffic stopped and it allowed you to pull out...

A.   Right.

Q.   ...to make your left turn?

A.   Right.

Q.   In...did you check traffic in all the lanes before you pulled out?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, and what did you see when you checked?

A.   Well, nothin’ was in that third lane and I...and the other two, uh, would be to the right so I was going to pull straight across...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...and pull...and...and turn to my left.

Q.   Uh-huh

A.   So, um, th...th...that’s what I had started to do but she...she had...

Q.   So where did the impact occur, in which lane?

A.   Th...of the...middle lane, the third one there.

Q.   In the middle lane, the third lane, what is it used for?  Is it...

A.   It’s a turn...

Q.   ...through traffic?

A.   It’s a turn lane.

Q.   It’s a turn lane.

A.   Yes.

Q.   So is it for left turn only?  Is it for left turn only?

A.   It was not for left turn only.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   It’s for...uh, you know the, the middle lane there is for turning from, from the left or the right.

Q.   Uh-huh, so you’re saying that you can use it in both directions?

A.   Yes.

Q.   But it is for left turn only?  If you...re...regardless of which direction you’re coming from, it’s used to make a left turn?

A.   Okay.

Q.   Is that correct?

A.   Let’s see, uh, yes, uh-huh, that’s true.

Q.   All right, so, uh...you said originally the...the other driver said that she was making a turn on ta’ Hugh Howell Road?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, so, how far away was Hugh Howell from where the impact occurred?

A.   Oh, uh, I don’t know for sure.

Q.   Uh-huh. Do you...can you estimate in...in car lengths, how many cars away?

A.   Um, oh man, it was, um, it would have been a lot of them.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   I...I just...

Q.   What’s a lot?

A.   I...I...um, goodness, at least ten or twelve, something like that, I’m not sure.

Q.   Uh-huh.  Okay, and um, so...who did she...who did she say that, duh, who did she tell that she was going to be making a left turn at Hugh Howell Road?

A.   She told the security guard and...and me and the police lady that came out to investigate.

Q.   Okay, all right, and what about, um, tickets or citations, were any issued?

A.   Not that I know of.

Q.   So nobody received a ticket?

A.   Not...no, not that I know of.

Q.   Okay, so why did somebody go to court?

A.   Well she, uh, the...the, uh...

Q.   If nobody received a ticket how did...wh...how did you end up in court?

A.   The officers gave, uh, t...gave us a citation to go to...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...court.

Q.   Did...what did, what did you receive a citation for?

A.   Oh, uh, she just gave me a paper that said to go to court that day.

Q.   Okay, were, but were you given a citation, a ticket?

A.   No, not a...not a citation, not a ticket.  It was just a paper that said to go to court that day.

Q.   Okay, now, did the other person get a ticket?

A.   Well, I don’t know, she, uh, as far as I know she was charged with, um, something is the reason we had to go to court.  But I...I don’t know what it was?

Q.   Were you charged?

A.   No, I was not charged.

Q.   Okay, all right.  And then what happened in traffic court?

A.   Well, in...in traffic court now they...they, um, she told that she was turning at a tire station, or something.  Anyway, they, um...

Q.   W...where was the tire station in relationship to where the accident happened?

A.   Well I’m not sure.  There is one that’s on, um, a...the...it would  have been to the right of us.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   But see, um...

Q.   How far to the right of you?

A.   Well, next store to Lane Limited, on the r...on the same side of the street.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   It would have been there.  That’s...that’s the one I know of.

Q.   So, the only tire store that you know of that’s on that street, is on the same side of the street as your, as your, um...

A.   As the...

Q.   ...(inaudible) is?

A.   ...as Lane Limited, yes.

Q.   Uh-huh.  So, if you were going to be trying to turn into that tire store, from the direction that she was coming, what kind of turn would she have to make, a left turn or right turn?

A.   Right.

Q.   Okay, but if she made a right turn form the center lane, would she have...wouldn’t she have to cross over other traffic?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay.

A.   That’s...I...I couldn’t understand that.  I don’t really know that area enough to...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...to say what she was trying to do.

Q.   Uh-huh, okay, so you didn’t get charged with the accident but you were asked to go to traffic court?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Um, were there any witnesses to the accident?

A.   Well the, um, security guard that works at my plant was there.  I didn’t know him at the time because, uh, they had just started a night shift up and he was on night shift and he saw that...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...happen.

Q.   So did the...did the, um, segur...security guard actually see the accident happen?

A.   Yes, he told the, um, officer there that I had done what I supposed to have done.

Q.   Uh-huh, okay.  D...what’s the witnesses name?

A.   Uh, Rex.

Q.   Hmm, do you still work at the same location?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Does he still work there?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, you know his name is Rex, do you know what his last name is?

A.   No, I don’t know his last name.

Q.   Okay, all right, and um, was anyone hurt in the accident?

A.   No.

Q.   Um, what about the weather, was the, uh, weather clear?

A.   It was clear.

Q.   Was it daylight?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Were the roads dry?

A.   Yes.

Q.   The road where...where the accident happened, is it level and straight?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, what part of your vehicle was struck?

A.   Uh, the...the front, um, le...the left hand front.

Q.   What part of the other vehicle was struck?

A.   Um, sort of right in the middle of the front of it.

Q.   Okay, okay, and, um, could you do anything to avoid the accident?

A.   I...yes...I...I...slammed on brakes, I tried to, you know, I had gotten, I had already started out when she did so I didn’t go to the next lane actually I stayed in that one and she, uh, still hit me, you know, that...on that side so I...

Q.   Hmm.

A.   So I couldn’t avoid it.

Q.   Okay, so when...how far away was she when you first saw her?

A.   Uh, well she just jumped out of the...that lane real close.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   It was...

Q.   So how far away...did you, um, could you estimate in car lengths how far away she was when you first saw her vehicle?

A.   Oh, she was...she was, uh, ‘bout two car lengths, I guess, or a car length.

Q.   And then when you saw her you said that she...you...you...you...you stopped?

A.   Well, I...I tried to, uh, I tried to um, turn closer to the car, um, next to me there...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...you know, so she could go on but she...

Q.   When you say try to turn, do you mean to the left or to the right?

A.   I was turning to the left anyway so I was...that’s what I was trying to do is just...if she hadn’t...had ‘o gotten over...

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   ...uh, say if she had ‘o went on to her left she, I believe she could have missed me, but, you know, it was so sudden.

Q.   What was like...what was traffic on the other side of the road?  What it...

A.   There wasn’t any traffic over there, that’s why I was headed across to that lane.

Q.   Uh-huh, so you...before you pulled out had you checked for traffic comin’ from your right?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Okay, all right, and you didn’t see any traffic?

A.   No, the light had it stopped, that’s why it was easy to get out there.

Q.   Oh, I see, okay, and, uh, did anybody admit fault at the scene?

A.   A...did they what?

Q.   Admit...at...did...d...did anyone admit fault at the scene?

A.   No.

Q.   Okay.

A.   Well, she said, she was telling me but she didn’t tell that officer.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   You know...

Q.   W...

A.   ...it was her fault.

Q.   Oh, what did she tell you?

A.   She just told me that, um, she didn’t mean to do that...that ‘accidents happen’ is what she said.

Q.   Uh-huh, okay, all right.  Do you know if she did anything to avoid the accident?

A.   I think she was trying to go around but she was to close to me.  I think that’s what she was trying to do, uh, I...I don’t know.

Q.   Okay, all right, did you know the witness before the accident?  Did you know him personally?

A.   No, um, I really don’t even now, I just, uh, met him then.

Q.   Uh-huh.

A.   That’s when I met him.

Q.   Okay, all right, um, is there anything you want to add to this statement concerning the facts of the accident that I missed?

A.   Uh, not that I know of, huh-uh.

Q.   Okay, um, in your opinion whose fault do you feel the accident was and why?

A.   I think it was her fault because she...she uh, if she was turning on Hugh Howell, she should not have pulled out into the turn lane until she got closer to the light.

Q.   Okay, do you think she was in that lane i...prematurely?

A.   Yes. Yes.

Q.   All right, okay.  Have you understood the questions?

A.   Yes.

Q.   Have all of your answers been true and correct to the best of your knowledge and beliefs?

A.   Best of my knowledge and beliefs, I did.

Q.   And do I have your permission to turn off the recording?

A.   Yes.

(Tape ends)






