Teachers And Principals Differ On The Seriousness Of School Discipline:  A National Perspective

I always like to see the different perspectives people have on school discipline. Everyone agrees it is a main concern in public schools. What I understand from this article is it appears that our state and national laws regarding school discipline is not on the same page with what is really happening in today’s schools. 


Society, parents, administrators, teachers and the community all want something to be done about the problem with school discipline and violence, but our laws won’t allow much to happen. 


Also, I understand both sides of the perspectives teachers and principals have on how major or minor misconduct may be. On one hand, teachers who consider a certain misbehavior major and the principle considers it minor, may do so because the teacher is in the classroom having to put up with it all day. For example, a teacher may have a student who is considered the class clown and is constantly disrupting by joking and talking out a lot. This may be a minor problem to a principle because the things the student says are not considered bad or derogatory to anyone. However, the teacher may consider that misbehavior a major one because it happens every day during the class discussion and that tends to get old to deal with it every day. The principle should understand this as a problem for the teacher. Unfortunately, principles usually don’t. 


On the other hand, state laws requiring other things becides disipline to take more of a priority constantly burden principles. For example, the burden of high achievement especially on the TAAS test. So, in the previous example, it that student is not causing anyone’s grades to decrease in that class by his or her constant disruptions, then it is not going to be considered major enough to take time out to help take care of the problem. 



Until everyone can get on the same page with discipline problems and what to do about them, it is going to continue to be a problem.
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